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The Moroccan Parliament: From a Legislative and
Oversight Tool to a Soft Power in the Service of Foreign
Policy
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Abstract :

It has become clear that the rise of parliament as an international actor has
undoubtedly changed the nature of international relations in recent years. The
parliamentary dimension is increasingly evident in the work of many
international organizations.

Parliamentary diplomacy represents an important compromise between the
traditional level of diplomacy between states and the new level of transnational
cooperation between grassroots NGOs.

Parliamentary civilizational diplomacy can be included within the framework of
soft power because of its ability to influence others and thus achieve desired
outcomes on specific issues, stakes, or goals. States may wish to follow the
political approach of another state based on their admiration for its values and
culture. This may lead to favorable outcomes in global politics, unlike
diplomacy based on coercion through military force, the use of military or
economic weapons, or the temptation to achieve certain gains.

In addition to their traditional responsibilities, modern parliaments are closely
involved in addressing the so-called "democracy gap" in international politics,
seeking to establish more representative, transparent, and democratic global
governance. Therefore, the parliamentary factor is more clearly evident in the
work of international and regional organizations. This calls for examining the
theoretical framework of the role of parliament in cultural diplomacy and the
mechanisms for the Moroccan parliament’s involvement in cultural diplomacy.
Keywords:

Parliamentary diplomacy - Civilizational diplomacy - Regional and
international organizations - Moroccan Sahara issue - Dialogue of cultures
and civilizations - House of Representatives - House of Councillors -
Parliamentary friendship groups
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