2025 jouel 22 sl

il ) 8 ol 5] (o et G 9 el il sl

Western Civilization and the Middle East in the
Framework of Western Centralism
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Abstract
This study aims to scrutinize a Western orientalist vision and a critical
Arab one on Western civilization within the framework of Western
centralism, consequently identfying the intellectual difference on this
issue. To achieve this, the study presents an analytical vision of
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Bernard Lewis - as a representative and defender of Western
civilization, as well as an analytical opposing vision of Abdel-Wahhab
El Messeiry - as a representative and defender of Arab and Islamic
civilization. The study adopts the comparative approach to identify the
thought of both Bernard Lewis and Abdel-Wahab EI-Messiri in a
comparative framework, considering the difference in the intellectual
schools to which each thinker belongs.The study assures that the
Islamic Arabic countries have a cultural specificity. According to Lewis,
this cultural specificity is an obstacle to catch up the Western
civilization. Simultaneously, Abdel Wahab El Messeiry (the criticizing
Arabic school representative) confirmes the same point, saying that the
Western civilization model is not appropriate for the Islamic Arabic
countries due to the Islamic Cultural specificity. The study also
confirms the specificity of the Western culture and its givens. According
to El Messeiry, the Western culture givens is nascent from special
environment and circumstances. Lewis also confirms the same point,
who talkes about the Western privacy and uniqueness which
formulated the Western civilization givens. The study concludes that
the problem of Western centralism is that it assumes that there is only
one solution for progress in the Arab and Islamic world, which is to
follow the Western approach. However, it assumes that this is
impossible due to the uniqueness and specificity of Western
civilization.

Keywords: Western civilization, Western centralism, Bernard Lewis,
Abdel Wahab EI Messeiry, Challenge, Response.
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