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The Spanish Experience and Moroccan Autonomy: An
Evaluation of the Spanish Model
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Abstract

The system of autonomy is conceived as a compromise mechanism
designed to reconcile, on the one hand, claims for independence and, on the
other, the imperatives of maintaining full state sovereignty. The Spanish
experience constitutes one of the most advanced models in Europe, as it has
succeeded in establishing a delicate equilibrium between the requirements of
national unity and the demands of far-reaching self-government. This
experience provides a set of institutional arrangements capable of
accommodating diversity within the political framework of the state.
Notwithstanding the advantages achieved by this system, it has encountered
numerous challenges that have affected the dynamics of coexistence between
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the central authority and the Autonomous Communities. In this respect, the
Spanish model offers the Moroccan autonomy project—particularly in the
aftermath of the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution
2797—a range of legal and institutional mechanisms that can contribute to
strengthening the implementation of Morocco’s autonomy system and
consolidating its effectiveness in a manner consistent with the country’s
sociological and cultural specificities.

Key words: Autonomy System, The Spanish Constitution, Autonomous
Communities, The Moroccan Autonomy.
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