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Abstract
The Sahara issue constitutes one of the most complex cases in North Africa
and the Sahel, due to the intertwinement of its political, security, and

geopolitical dimensions. The persistence of this conflict has contributed to the
weakening of the regional security system and to the emergence of geo-
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security vacuums exploited by armed groups and transnational criminal
networks, thereby placing increasing pressure on international actors in the
context of the profound transformations affecting the international system.
Within this framework, the Autonomy Initiative proposed by Morocco stands
out as a realistic, sustainable, and credible solution, fully consistent with the
United Nations Security Council’s orientation toward a political settlement.
This paper seeks to analyze the impact of the conflict on collective security in
both the Maghreb and the Sahel regions, and to highlight how the Autonomy
Initiative can function as a strategic entry point for enhancing regional stability,
through an examination of the positions and strategies of international powers
in the region. The paper further argues that resolving the conflict through an
autonomy-based approach under Moroccan sovereignty constitutes a central
pillar in rebuilding regional security and in providing an objective foundation
for more effective policies of regional cooperation and integration.
Keywords: Autonomy; Regional Stability; African Sahel; Security;
Geopolitics.
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