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Abstract

This article examines the evolution of Moroccan—Iranian relations in light of the
geopolitical transformations that have affected the regional system in the Middle East
and North Africa over the past decades. Despite the geographical distance between
the two countries, their relations have been marked by recurrent tensions and
diplomatic ruptures, most notably in 2009 and 2018. The article argues that the
dynamics of Moroccan—Iranian relations cannot be understood solely through bilateral
interactions, but must instead be analyzed within a broader geopolitical framework
shaped by regional alliances, ideological factors, and strategic considerations.

The study adopts a historical approach to trace the development of relations between
the two states since the Iranian Revolution of 1979, combined with an analytical
perspective drawn from international relations theory to assess the impact of regional
transformations. The article concludes that tensions between Morocco and Iran are
largely rooted in the divergence of their foreign policy orientations and their differing
positions within the regional order, as well as in the influence of broader regional issues
such as Middle Eastern conflicts and the Western Sahara question. It also explores
the potential trajectories of Moroccan—Iranian relations in the context of ongoing
regional and global transformations.

Keywords: Morocco, Iran, international relations, geopolitics, Middle East, Western
Sahara.
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