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Abstract

This study examines how educational elites perceive financial
governance institutions in post-2011 constitutional Morocco, with a
specific focus on the Court of Accounts as an analytical case study. It
proceeds from two central hypotheses: first, that the constitutional
elevation of supervisory institutions does not automatically produce a
corresponding rise in social awareness of their roles; and second, that
negative representations of these institutions are not merely a product
of cognitive ignorance, but a social construction fed by a structural
crisis of trust in the entire political system. The study adopts a
qualitative approach, drawing on Moscovici's Social Representations
Theory as its theoretical framework and employing semi-structured
interviews with a purposive sample of ten secondary school teachers.
Data were subjected to thematic content analysis following Bardin's
methodology to trace the processes of "anchoring” and "objectification”
that shape the mental image of the Court. The findings reveal a
profound "representational gap" manifested in the dominance of
“institutional illiteracy” and the reduction of the Court's functions to a
purely punitive dimension. The study further demonstrates that this
cognitive deficit constitutes a psychological defense mechanism-
expressed as "strategic indifference"-against accumulated political
frustration. The study concludes with practical recommendations for
developing proximity-based institutional communication strategies and
integrating governance education into the continuing professional
development of educational practitioners.

Keywords: social representations; Court of Accounts; financial
governance; political trust; political sociology.
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