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The crisis of representative democracy and the problem of transitioning
towards participatory democracy
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Abstract

This study examines the crisis of
representative democracy and the challenges
associated with the transition toward
participatory democracy in light of
contemporary  political and  social
transformations. It begins by defining
representative democracy and highlighting its
main characteristics before analyzing the
challenges it faces, including declining public
trust in elected institutions, low electoral
participation, and the widening gap between
citizens and decision-makers.

The study further explores participatory
democracy as a mechanism for enhancing
citizens' involvement in public affairs and
decision-making processes. It emphasizes

study examines various approaches to
implementing participatory democracy by
reviewing selected international experiences
and best practices, with the aim of identifying
their achievements and the challenges
encountered in practice.

The study concludes that the integration
of  participatory = mechanisms  into
representative democratic systems
contributes to improving the quality of
democracy, reinforcing citizens' trust in
public institutions, promoting  good
governance, and fostering more inclusive and
effective public participation in the
formulation and implementation of public
policies.

that participatory democracy should not be

: : . Keywords: Representative Democracy;
viewed as an alternative to representative

Participatory Democracy; Citizen
democracy but rather as a complementaq Participation; Good Governance; Political
approach  that strengthens democratic  p,ticipation; Elected Institutions;

governance, transparency, accountability,

< o Comparative Experiences; Public Policies.
and citizen engagement. In addition, the
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Norberto Bobbio, né le 18 octobre 1909 a Turin en ltalie et mort dans la
méme ville le 9 janvier 2004 , est un philosophe spécialiste de la
philosophie politique et de la philosophie du droit.
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