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Stakes of the 2026 Moroccan Elections Against the new Hybrid Threats:
- Disinformation and Artificial Intelligence as Tools of Foreign Influence -
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Abstract

This paper examines the stakes of
Morocco’s forthcoming legislative elections
(September 2026) from an international
relations  perspective, employing the
Neorealist theoretical framework to analyze
patterns of international competition for
influence. It focuses on  Al-driven
disinformation as one of the key instruments
of hybrid threats deployed by international
actors to shape electoral trajectories,
situating these practices within a broader
geopolitical context encompassing the
Maghreb and Africa. The paper advances the
hypothesis that the intensification of
great-power rivalry, coupled with the
qualitative transformation introduced by
generative artificial intelligence in the

After establishing the theoretical and
methodological frameworks and defining the
study’s core concepts, the analysis is
organized around three main axes: first,
tracing the evolution of mechanisms of
external influence in electoral processes;
second, examining  selected  major
international responses to these challenges;
and third, applying these approaches to the
Moroccan case to identify the stakes of the
upcoming electoral contest and to propose
recommendations aimed at strengthening
electoral resilience.

Keywords: Elections, Foreign
Interference, Disinformation,  Artificial

Intelligence, Hybrid Threats, Technological
Sovereignty.

structure of disinformation threats, creates a
conducive environment for the expansion of
foreign interference through low-cost,
high-impact digital tools.
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