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Abstract

The influence of the media on the
formation of public opinion has become one
of the most prominent subjects of inquiry in
political science and communication studies,
owing to the increasingly significant role
played by various media platforms in shaping
public attitudes and constructing collective
perceptions. A substantial body of
scholarship has examined this phenomenon
across diverse political contexts,
demonstrating that the extent of media
influence  varies according to the
characteristics of each medium, its
technological capabilities, and its capacity to
reach target audiences. The rapid
advancement of digital communication
technologies has fundamentally transformed
the political sphere by introducing new
modes of communication and influence.
Digital platforms offer unprecedented
advantages in terms of the speed of
information dissemination, the breadth of
audience reach, and the possibility of direct
interaction between political actors and
citizens. By combining the communicative
functions of traditional media, including
print, broadcast, and audiovisual media, with

A

the interactive capabilities of contemporary
digital technologies, digital communication
has become a central instrument of modern
political communication. This
transformation is particularly evident in the
management of electoral campaigns, the
construction and dissemination of political
discourse, and the strengthening of
communication between political actors and
the public. Political parties and candidates
increasingly rely on digital media to promote
their programmes, coordinate electoral
campaigns, broadcast televised debates and
speeches, and engage directly with citizens
through a wide range of digital platforms.
Consequently, digital media has emerged as a
fundamental pillar of contemporary political
communication and a powerful instrument
for shaping public opinion and influencing
electoral behaviour, reflecting the profound
transformations that the digital age has
brought to political processes.

Keywords: Digital media; social media;
political communication; electoral
campaigns; public opinion.
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